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Can you tell us about how you got started in your field?
At 19, I was working at a publishing company in the mail room. I
knew I didn’t want that job forever. I admired the editors and
I’ve always loved writing so I decided to pursue a degree in
Communication at SFU where I also completed the co-op
program. It gave me exposure to the corporate and nonprofit
worlds and also the federal public sector. I got my first post
university job through an ad in The Vancouver Sun - talk about
old school.
What drew you to your current occupation?
I’ve worked with member-based organizations and producing
various types of corporate events throughout my career. I think
of myself as a ’people connector’. I can’t get bored so I need
an assortment of tasks to keep me busy and that’s what being
an Executive Director is all about.
Mission
Uptown, Down to Earth: To grow and strengthen
Rutland's hard-working business community through
authentic connections and strategic opportunities.
Vision
Rutland Proud: To attract and expand development,
business and prosperity with pride and purpose.

Uptown.
Down to Earth.

Do you have any Fun Facts or something people may not know
about yourself or your business that may not be well known?
I’ve completed a Vancouver marathon, I’m a trained doula,
and II have my private investigator’s license. Also, I’m proud to
be a retired hockey goalie mom and soccer mom.
How do you see yourself enhancing member engagement?
URBA members are intelligent, business-focused people. I want
to learn their secrets and tricks of the trade so I can share them
with other businesses or new businesses coming to Rutland. I
have an open-door policy and encourage members to come
talk to me anytime about anything. Fresh ideas, yes please!
Do you have any projects/events/products or just any general
plugs you want us to share? What’s in your plans for the future?
Come meet me at the URBA Open House on September 7th! I’ll
give you the inside scoop on an upcoming URBA beverage.
Hint: rhymes with steer.

250.451.9861 INFO@UPTOWNRUTLAND.CA 158 VALLEYVIEW ROAD @UPTOWNRUTLAND
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Rutland Proud
Muralist Interview
Peatr Thomas - “Binesi”
Location: Rutland Thrift
140 Dougall Road N
(View from rear)
Can you tell us about how you got
started as a Muralist?
I transitioned from street art before
becoming a muralist. I wanted to start
paintings that have cultural
significance. Muraling can be difficult to get into because
there are so many artists out there.

Muralist Interview
John Ross - “A Seat at the Table”
Location: The wall of MCC Thrift
155 Rutland Road S (View from Interior Savings)

Do you have any Fun Facts or something people may not
know about you?
I’m straightedge and people find that unusual. I’ve never had
a drink in my life.
Where do you find inspiration?
My inspiration stems from what I’m experiencing in my life. I
try to find the connections in life, much of which relates to my
cultural teachings. I get a lot of inspiration from the
petroglyphs I saw as a kid.
What motivates your work?
I’ve always painted because I love to. More recently, I’m
motivated from the idea of being able to share what I’m
learning and what I’ve learned.
Do you have any projects/events/products or just any
general plugs you want us to share? What’s in your plans for
the future?
Just keep an eye on Kelowna and the surrounding areas.
There’s a lot of work to be done around here, and there’s a
chance for my possible return.

Can you tell us how you got started as a Muralist?
I started when one of the directors of BUMP in Calgary started a small
offshoot festival in my neighbourhood called the Sunnyside Mural
Project. I saw the open call and thought it was a good small-scale
opportunity to try it out.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Do you have any Fun Facts or something people may not know
about you?
I almost committed to being a musician instead of a visual artist! I
still play music all the time but only as a hobby.

August 25: Parks Alive! Classic Rock
Rutland Centennial Park 6pm-9pm
September 7: URBA Open House
3pm-6pm 158 Valleyview Road

Is Muraling difficult to get into?
I don't think there's a typical way. It's a different community, partly
because of the gallery scene in most places, so it's tapping into the
people you can if you know them. Ultimately, it takes whoever is
organizing to be willing to give you a shot at you when you don't
have experience. Tons of painting experience helps with that.

October 5: After Hours The Bridge Youth
Services 5pm-7pm
#8 2604 Enterprise Way

November 2: After Hours PIZZA WARS!!
Interior Savings Credit Union 5pm-7pm
185 Rutland Road S

What is unique about your art style?
I have a unique palette and a way of creating narrative
compositions that invite people to bring their own experiences when
viewing my paintings.

December 7: After Hours Benson Law
270 HWY 33 5pm-7pm

Do you have any projects/events/products or just any general plugs
you want us to share? What’s in your plans for the future?
The season is winding down a bit; I have a project (5 murals) that I
am just finishing at NOtaBLE restaurant in Calgary. I will also have
two shows in 2023 at Ruberto Ostberg Gallery in Calgary. One will be
a solo show, and the other is an open call juried group show called
Ghost Stories. It is really cool. People can check it out when I host it
with another artist; open call will be in February or March!

January 20: URBA @ Kelowna Chiefs Game
7pm Rutland Arena 645 Dodd Road
Kelowna Chiefs VS. Osoyoos Coyotes

ourrutland.ca

August 27 KELOWNA MADE
City Park 9am-10pm
For updated event details visit
kelownamade.ca

ourrutland.ca

